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~ Commission reaffirmed yes•, 
, terday the right of George j ; RICHMOND, April 5 (AP) 

Gov. J. Lindsay Almond to• 
day· upheld a state agency's 
issuance of a Virginia clu!rter 
to the American Nazi Party. 

It 
' RICHMOND IA'! - A Vil'gima s 
• American Legion committee said s 
> Tuesday it found the Stale Corp-I c 
• oialion Commission had no choice ~ 
l but to grant a charter· lo _the a 
' American Nazi party. r 

~ Lincoln Rockwell's American i 
O Nazi Party to a. Stllte charter. i 
i:i.. The Commission issued a 1 • 
~ cha~er to the group on March j 
t; 14._ In a letter to Joseph F. 
z Barr, national executiye, sec-· 
53 retary of the Jewish War Vet-
'.:,j erans of the U. S. A., Com-
13: missioner Ralph T. Catterall. 

said that "it is not a crime to j 
call yourself a Nazi; criminal•! 
ity stems from acts and not; 
from words." 
I The veterans group had 
called on Gov. J. Lhidsay Al• 
mond to review the issuance 
of the charter and criticized 
a previoue Commission state­
m,mt that the charter· app!ica• 

. tion disclosed no illegal pur•: 
pose. I 

In a letter to the Governor, I 
the organization said recog• 
nition of •Rockwell's party as 

' legal by the State mocked the 
sacrifices of Virghiians and 
others who died fighting Nazis 
in World War II. 

In Richmond, the Governor's· 
office said the letter had· been 
referred to the Corporation 
Commission because statutes 

I 
give authority over • the is• 
suance of charter to the Com• 

,mission. • 
Catterall's letter to Barr sai<i 

that approval of• a charter is 
automatic "to all who • file 
proper papers and pay statu• 
tory fees." 

' Rockwell is a resident of I 
I Arlington where the American 

1 Nazi Party has Its headquar­
• ters. . 

• He sought to end what he 
•, called "a campjlign of pub­
. Ii city that misrepresents" Vir• 
ginia by the Jewish War Vet• 
erans. 

Almond wrote Joseph F. 
Barr, the group's national ex• 

; ecutive director in Washing­
ton, D. C., that the State Cor• 
poration Commission acted 

.;:____ ,. in accord with provisions of 
the Virginia constitution in I issuing the charter to the 
American Nazi Party. 

1 The action had brought an 
earlier protest from Barr. • 

In a second letter to Al• 
mond on March 31, Barr sug.· 
gested the Governor or • At•' 

-. tomey General . "should con• . 
s i d e r the correctness" of 
the view on the. charter ex; , 
pressed by Commissioner 
Ralph T. Catterall. 

Almond, cited the state 
constitution and said ''.What 

. you are demanding is that of• 
ficials who have sworn to 
obey the constitution should 
disobey· it. Mr. Clltterall's ref• 
erence to B'nai B'rith was 
.not to equate that. organiza• 
tion with the Nazi, but to 
point out that all applicants,, 

1 whether they . are the best,· 
I like B'nai B'rith, or the worst, 
.1 like the Nazis, are entitled to I 

{ 

charters no· matter what he 
as an inqividual may think of 
tAem.'' 

2. 

Former State Sen. John J. Wick­
.er Jr. of Richmond, chairman of c 

, the committee, said his group had I 
found the party's "charter applica• , 
tion complied fully with all the re• 1 

quirements of law" and that the I, 
sec had no choice. 

Wicker noted that the charter• • 
, ing in no way implied "any sort 
. of appro".al." • • 
; Wicker's committee was named 
. by Virginia Department Com• 
• mander Murray York ol Spring-.. 
, field. In a statement, Wicker said

1
; 

. that many Legionnaires at the re-
1
: 

cent state-wide convention wanted 11 ; York to protest the chartering of i 
. the American Nazi party. t 
, "However, Commander· York 
, does not believe in l!oing off half• e 
- cocked," Wicker said.~ the_com-0 mitlee was named to investigate. h 

The Stale· Corporation Commis-g 
sion last week cl)artered the bl 
American Nazi party, headed by h 
George· Lincoln Rock we I I of e 
Arlini?ton. a printer. . 1 

• Ct[tieism has cropped 11P '" ci 
~pme ouarteri: over the cltartt:,r· I -

1 
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Arlington 13, Virginia 



U.S. NAZIS RUlED lEGAl !! 

Virginia Official 
Rules U. S. Nazi 
Party ls Legal 
S:r,ectal ~o the Herald Tribune (Continued from page onr) Because e 1s so p ase 

cate" the public about "sup- the old Do;ninion's political 
~~?TON, Va., ~far. 30.- 1>ressed tacts concerning the climate, he said he plans to try· 

A V1rgmia Corporation Coll' ·communist conspiracy to de- to get on the ballot to run for 
missioner _reaffirmed today the \troy us and the white race." Governor this year. He said he 
right ·_of the minuscule Amer!- , Issua.~.ce of that charter, Mr. hopes to get enough signatures 
can Nazi party to a state char-, Barr contended In his letter to on his nominating petition by 

campaigning In agricultural 
ter so long as It complies with the Governor, gave Mr. Rock- southern Virginia on pledges to 
Virginia's laws. well grounds to' claim his move- "see to it that there is no 

"It is not a crime to call JI1ent is a "legal" party with integration." 
ourself a Nazi; c;rimlna!lty ''lawful". status • in Vir~)nia, Asked how his party Is doing 

stems from acts and not from ~~en as it inculcate! th e ,,tor- for man power, Mr. Rockwell 
d .. c · · Ra! h T eign, subYersive ld_ology of reported without dismay that 

'Vor s, ommISSmner P • Nazism. its current met11bershlp ls 
Catterall _wrote, In defe~e of ·Reached at his headquarters, ninety-six in ~irginia. and 
the commisslo~ s Issuance of a )Mr. Rockwell seemed pleased, "about 500" throughout ~ na­
charter to the group on March 'but not surprised by Mr. Cat- tion-plus "several million who 
It. Approval of a charter, hla tterall's letter. He said he needed are with us." 
letter said, Is automatic '.'to all !the charter to incorporate his He took Indignant exception 
who file proper PIIP~rs and pay ·movement, "because our funds to a line In Mr. Barr's letter 
statutory fees.'' • are growing so large that . l accusing his party of seeklng to 

Mr. Catterall's Jetter was re- ;didn't· want to handle them as "gas citizens <1f Jewish and 
ceived today by Joseph F. Barr, tan Individual." He said he'd <;>ther faiths whom It considers 
national executive director of tather not say how largethe 'traitors.' " ' 
the Jewish war Veterans. Mr. funds might be. "We don't want to g'.lS J'ews," 

Tl\e would-be Fuehrer, whose Mr. Rockwell said. "~e head 
Barr wrote Virginia's Gov. J. anti-Jewish outbursts and of our Los An&eles branch ls a 

• dsay Almond Jr. on Tuesday brown_ shirted appearances Jew. We just want to gas.people 
suggest that the Governor have stirred near-riots and who are convicted by American 

review the charter In terma official action in New York, juries of committing trea10n." 
of the history, conduct and Massachusetts and the District Asked how ti.. people are 
avowed purpose of the 'party.'" _of Colllll)bia, said he knew to be found, he said "hundreds" 
The Governor turned the letter Virginia • would Issue him a would be unearthed If the 
over to the corporation com- charter "because I always obey F • B. I. were to m!'-ke public 

· the law.'' dossiers which he claims were 
Ion, which operate.I lnde- "'.l'he movement" was based suppressed. by Presidents Tru! 

l)elldently of_ the executive. In Virginia, Mr. Rockwell said, man and Eisenhower. 
The swastika-adorned char- because -the state "Is the last "~e•n keep a.i It," Mr. Rock­

ter application flied by Georiie stronghold of American freedom well said, "and the more the 
,Lincoln Rockwell, leader of the In the world; It does things ac- Jews scream, the more Interest 
·bush-league movement which cording to law and won't bow to there will be." 

1

1has Its "national headquarters'' this sort of blackmail." 
here, said the purpose of the 
group was to gain political 
power "by all legal means." D 

Id the party sought to "edu­
O!lttnue4 on page 6, C9lumn J 


