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Observer Exposed 
Nc;i thinking person can any longer 

deny th• links between Coalition, the 
Athens ·pbserver, and the Communications 
Worker;1 •of Amerfoa (CWA). 

rh~ web which these organizations 
h1i.ve tr\ed to weave around University 
and co111!!1unity life is clear for any 
intellttent person to see. 

TM following indisputable 
stateme,nts prove the connections 
beyond 11 shadow of a doubt: 

.FACT: The Athens Observer is, 
maintai)1ed and staffed by members 
of COli+tion, their close friends and 
support,rs. 

F,AST: The Athens Observer 
contin~lly supports Coalition ideas, 
statements, policies and aims. 

FAd.T: The Athens Observer is 
publish~d from the very same office that 
houses t}he CWA, •. 

F~T: The C1.rJA wants to organize 
Uni ver.(:ty workers under its leadership. 

FACT: Coalition wants to unionize 
Univ~ty wc,,.rkers, presumably under 
CWA le~4ership, (Steve Letzsch once had 
a CW/\ bµmper sticker on his car, but 
removed'ii t when these facts first came 
to ligh,1\,) 

FACT: The Athens Observer finances 
do not ·ijeem to be able_to l!lllke ends meet. 
Is CWA making up the deficit? 

Tq-'put it in a more graphic matter, 
we refer you to the illustration below. 

Even Gene Powers, Onward intimate and 
for.mer CWA member, has stated.: "Co.alition has 
created an e.ffective propaganda machine known 
as the .Athens Observer. 11 

It would seem that big labor is showing 
its hand in a big way. The Athens Observer 
prints 23,000 copies each week and distribute~ 
these, so it claims, to "reach virtually every 
household in Athens and Clarke County." The • 
cost of such an undertaking must be staggering. 

There is no way this enterprise can be -
funded on the advertising income of the paner, 
In a recent issue (.April 25), the total 
advertising rev~nue is $816.oo. This does not 
take into account frequency discounts or 

'contract agreements. 
There is also, besides the printing cost, 

such overhead as office space and equipment, • 
office supplies and salaries for those who 
deliver the papers throughout the community. 
We understand the co-editors receive no 
salaries. How can they afford to do this? 

The deficit must be made up by someone, 
and who is more likely to be the Athens 
Observer's sugar-daddy than the people il'l­

whose office they have their headquarters, 
the CWA.? 

The staff of the Athens Observer has been 
characteristically chameleon-like. Such • 
Coalition big-wigs as Paula Cheatham, Steve 
Patrick and Steve Letzsch proudly proclaimed 
their association with the paper until the 
UAP brought these facts to the public's 
attention. Then they simply dropped off the 
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list of contributors, Could such dedicated 
and idealistic people have just quit? 
o:i-were they afraid that the UAP might 
reveal the truth about their connections? 

After the•UAP' s first expose of the 
Athens Observer, Pete McCom."11ons wrote 
the following in an editorial: 

. "An unfortunate group of Unive:i,sity 
stud~nt~ have ehosen us as their special 
demon, and have spent a good deal of 
time and money mailing leaflets to our 
adverti~ers, painting lurid pictures of 
our p~vate lives. Other interests have 
used more sophisticated :tactics to 
SMear us for their own gain." 

Th! UAP does not f-i t into either 
categorjr. We have not tried to smear the 
Athens Observer for our. own gain, We 
would i~in nothing but a sense of relief 
from tifo death of that pa per. 

A'i far as "special· demons", and 
"paint;i}ig lurid pictures of our private 
1ives 111 we feel that the truth should be 
told. :rn their first issue, the Athens 
Obserir~r states that: 11 •.• the (Athens) 
ObserVQr's approach will be investigative· 

icand critical. 11 Should the Peoples 1 

·Observer do any less? If we find a cancer 
in tho pomMUnity, should we not report 
it? Let.' s call a spa.de a spa.de. 

Ii'.!' the spirit of comm.unity service 
and cQm:radeship th.at the Athens Observer 
claims, it is curious that these people 
don 1t want to be better known by the 
Athenf! !'Ol!'Jll.uni ty. 

W1:1 think everyone should know that 
Buck Pennington, darling of the movie 
revier./ ~olumn, is a hcmosexua.1. He1 s 
pro11d o:f' it. All his friends who read 
his column should know it too. 

w~·think everyone should be aware 
that Chuck Searcy and Pete Mccommons 
are eo~victed criminals, having been 
found·.,guilty of trespassing in President 
n,, vis oh is office in 1972. Mccommons was 

.. ."let gql' by tho University following 
:this. , : 

Facts a.re facts. Shouldn't the 
COllh"il.utrity know th.'.!.t Steve Patrick and 
Steve ~etzsch and others of t.½e staff 
ha.ve bri~n aiding and ab<'.ltting homosexual­
ity and perwwsion, ar,d other questionable 
activity on the Univorsity campus? They 
have ~ged students to register to vote 
and tal<e over po1-,er in Clarke County by 
electing Co~lition cronies to offiee. 

w~:are certain that all the friends 
of the ~thens Observer· would like to know 
about the "lurid" activities of the staff. 
Surely'they 1d like to know that these are 
the pa9ple who hel.ped engineer a minority 
takeover of the Georgia Democratic 
Party • c!elega te posh! in 1972, which led 
to the }1omination of George McGovern. 

Triese same dedicated people threatened 
to sue''the UAP to. stop this dissemination 
of the ·truth. • 

w,•re not painting lurid pictures of 
these people's private lives. We're 
sta ti~· ~I If the truth hurts, then 
so be it, but' the, UAP will not stop until 
all the facts are known. 

'Jn the further interest of just such 
truth·,· we I d like to recap some of the news 
coverage the Athens Observer has been 
putting out in the last five months. 

Issue #1- Leftist-slanted story on 
Jim Cornish and his suit against the state 
loyalty oaths. Cornish is now in the 
Student Senate as a Coalition senator. 

Issue ffe2- Deliberately-slanted SGA 
faculty survey ;ias printed as gospel. This 
survey was distorted by Coaltion to show 
findings ·to bear out their claims. 

Issue 13- Minor UGA faculty dispute 
blown out of proportion. Biased article on 
the ERA march in Atlanta. 

Issue 14- Very interesting,! CWA admi;l;,s 
that they want to represent the.University 
wor~ers. Wes Whitehead, Athens Observer • 
staff member is named as "local CWA 
representativen, David Alonso, Coalition 
leader "documented" the case for the 
workers joining CWA . 

Issue #9- Interview with Rosemary 
Shade, "radical feminist." 

Issue #10- The Observer makes Steve 
Patrick seem a hero, ~nd seeks to justify 
campus blacks' denial· of Dr. William 
Shockley's right to speak. 

Issue 1"13-Interview with Coalition 
intimate Susan Fansler.· • 

Issue f/14- Close-up of NAACP 
troublemaker F<l Turner. 

Issue ffe17- Public nuisance Ed 
Augustine tries to close the2eity jail. 

Issue #19- Interview w1:th Coalition. 
leader Steve Patrick. 

The overlapping and interweaving of 
the Athens Observer, the CWA and Coalitiop 
can only lead to the conclusion that they 
are all .. in this together for some sinistf.!i• 
purpose of their own. We urge you to 
watch for furthe:c connections that may be 
exposed, and rrAke 11p your own mind about· 
what these three powerful organizations 
are after.· We only remind yon that nobody 
does anything for nothing. 
***************************************** 
We see by the Red and BJ.a ck th.at the 
Black Student Union has asked for 
an allocation almost, dc-1ble what they 
received for 1973 ... 71h • 
In this l4st year, the BSU received 
almost $20 per black student on campus, 
as compared· to $1 for the Red and Black 
and $1. 75 fol': WUOO. 
Next year they are 11de111anding11 almost 
$40 par black. And all blacks on campus 
do not belon~ to the BSU. BlB.ek students 
on campus do not make up $28,000 of ill 
fees, much less student aeti vi ty fees. 
We will be interested. to see if the SGA 
which wants so badly to represent the 
students .,,ill hav" the courage to stand 
up to these people and tell them no. 
But frankly. we doubt it. 

And while we're on the subject of the SGA, 
let us recount the fact that at the 
second Senate meeting of the year, some 
15 or almont 1/3 of the ONlNARD senators 
failed to show. while the Coalitionites 
were there in force. }lakes you wonder. 

******;~********************************************************************************** 
We realtze that thore are those advoc.,;,tes of free speech who would deny us the rigj1t to 
distrtbute the Peoples' Observer, and that :many copies are destroyed to keep anyone from 
reading· them. If you would like to make certain that you receive each issue as soon as 
it is printed, just drop us a letter giv:i.ng us your campus address and we'll see to it 
that you get each 1.ssue through campus mail absolutely free. 


